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Rusty Crayfish
Rusty crayfish (Orconectes rustics) are omnivores that consumes food sources such as animals, organic materials, and plants. They are mainly found in areas with rocks and logs for shelter. They have invaded many areas in Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois, and Ontario. They cause many ecological problems to the areas they invade.
Origin and Spread to Minnesota
The invasive species are native to the Ohio River Basin in the US. They were spread through inappropriate use and disposal of live bait. They came to Minnesota through naturaldispersal of the population that was introduced in Wisconsin.
Impacts to Native Species
Rusty crayfish may be detrimental to the economy and the environment when introduced to new places. The aggressive species displaces the existing crayfish species. They use two mechanisms to achieve these:
· Crayfish-to-crayfish competition-Rusty crayfish have the capacity to eliminate other species from their shelters and compete for limited food.
· Increased fish predation-Rusty crayfish force other native species from their hiding places thus exposing them to fish predation. They then assume claws-up defensive posture to reduce susceptibility to fish predation. They have larger claws than native species.
Measures to Eradicate Rusty Crayfish
1. Trapping and enhanced fish predation.
2. Educating people-this prevents their introduction to new waters by educating anglers, bait dealers and trappers.
3. Regulations – laws have been put in place to prevent disposal of aquatic plants, animals, and live baits in water. Anglers are licensed and can only collect 25 crayfish for personal consumption. A permit must be obtained by a [person wishing to collect more than 25 pounds of live and whole crayfish.
Recreationists in Minnesota are also required to:
· Dry lifts, docks and swim rafts for a minimum of 21 days before placing the items in another water body.
· Drain waters by removing channel plugs and avoiding them during transport.
· Dispose bait traps.
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